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ment," which may not be even in the economic interests of the
many, let alone the social. I would even put the provision of
capital lower on the list than our duty to cease extracting the
existing wealth of Africa, because the wealth of mine and
plantation and land is something which is the African's own, to
which he lias a right,without being beholden to anyone; whereas
the provision of capital from outside carries in it always the
dangerous seeds of outside economic domination. Nevertheless,
a supply of capital equipment and skill from the richer countries
to the poorer will continue for a time to be as necessary in
Africa as it has been inside the U.S.S.R. How the wealth and
knowledge and skill from the richer industrial areas at the centre
were spread to the poorer periphery of the Soviet Union, thus
knitting Russia together in an enthusiastic "commonwealth,"
is one of the great lessons which we in the British Empire have
still to learn. It more than brings its own reward in the increased
prosperity of the whole. But this has to be done without economic
domination, without "philanthropy/5 and without the pauperi-
zation of the people it is designed to benefit. It will only ulti-
mately be possible if the people have been allowed to develop
their own political and economic strength, and are associated
fully with the development of their territories.1

It is, therefore, a full and Heavy task which Britain has before
her, but what, in concrete terms, can the partnership of which
we talk mean, if not this? If we plan and organize and develop
everything according to our own wishes, we are not partners;
and if we content ourselves with palliatives, or merely with
holding the ring, we are not partners in any active sense either.
But there is room and need for a real partnership, where Britain
will give of her knowledge and democratic experience" and
superior skill and wealth; and where Africans will utilize the
new opportunities opened to them, and so organize themselves
as to develop their own lands in their own ways.

* The capital should be made available in the form of large public
loans, at low rates of Interest, and be administered through strengthened
government departments or public utility agencies.